258                          HISTORY OF SPAIN.                        [A>Dt

VIII.), and sister of the celebrated Berengaria, is perhaps the
first bright spot in the dark and dreary record of the earlier
years of his reign. The marriage, indeed, was afterwards
pronounced null and void by the Pope, nominally on account of
the blood relationship between the contracting parties, but
really to enable the king to marry a Princess Violante or Yolande
of Hungary; and the offspring of the intercourse pronounced by
the highest spiritual power to be illicit, was recognised by the
same authority as legitimate.

By the year 1228, James was at length able to feel himself
master of his kingdom. The most powerful nobles were van-
quished; the most turbulent rebels were pacified; the royal
authority was at last supreme-; and an adventurous and capable
king was free to turn his attention to the great work of the
destruction of the Moslem by land and by sea.

At one-and-twenty, James, already a conqueror, had van-
quished all his domestic enemies; and he turned his attention
to the Balearic Islands, a nest of Moorish pirates which seriously
hampered the growing trade of Barcelona. His proposal to
invade (1229) that neighbouring stronghold of Moslems and
Corsairs was welcomed at once by the nobles, the merchants,
and the clergy of the kingdom; and although the Archbishop
of Tarragona was, we are told, unable on account of his great
age to take a personal part in the operations of war, Berenguer,
Bishop of Barcelona, took his place at the head of 100 knights
and 1000 foot soldiers. Nor were the Bishops of Gerona and
the Provost of Tarragona, the abbots and canons, and even the
humbler members of the regular and secular clergy behindhand
with offers of personal co-operation in the adventure, which was
at length, by the king's good generalship and good fortune,
carried to a most successful conclusion. The taking of Majorca
was not only a brilliant feat of arms and a profitable commercial
enterprise; it was an important political event, and tended
greatly to confirm the power of the young king and commander.
Minorca was soon after (1232), subjugated and occupied by the
Aragonese ; and the conquest of Iviza in 1235 secured the
Catalan merchants from all danger of molestation in the neigh-
bouring seas.

As early as 1232, a still more important enterprise had been
planned by the king; and the expedition against Valencia was
the worthy and legitimate sequel to the conquest of Majorca.

For six years the war continued, and by the spring of 1238
King .James had pushed forward his victorious armies to the